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Mr. Whittier

Criminal Justice
Criminal Justice TV Analysis

Essential Question: How do we perceive crime in American Society?

Purpose:  You will analyze TV programming to determine the impact and importance of crime and criminal justice plays in our society and entertainment. You should consider the role that the media plays in our perceptions of crime, punishment and the police.  You will draw conclusions from the information that you collect. 
Process:  


Over the holiday weekend you will take a look at prime time television programming to determine the frequency and genre of criminal justice related programming on television.  You will collect data from the TV guide section of the Sunday newspaper or other TV Guide.  From that data you answer questions and write a one page analysis paper of your findings. 


Step 1- Get the TV supplement to any Sunday paper or a copy of TV Guide.  


Step 2-  Look at the Prime Time ( 7pm through 11 pm) television programming on the major network and cable channels. (You can leave out HGTV, Food Channel, and QTV types of stations.)  You should only analyze the programming for _______________.

Step 3 -  Count the number of criminal justice related ( Crime, Police, CSI, Courts, etc)  TV programs that are on during those hours.  (Suggestion: place a check next to each one) What percentage of the programming is Criminal Justice related?

Step 4-  Then take those programs that you checked and determine the type of program; a drama, a comedy, reality program.  ( Suggestion: Highlight those of a particular type the same color)


Step 5-  Create graphs (bar/pie) that represents the data that you have collected.


Step 6-  Answer the analysis questions below. (complete sentences/appropriate paragraphs)

· How prevalent is criminal justice related program on the day assigned to you?

· What type of programming is most prevalent when? ( i.e.  are dramas more prevalent earlier or later?)
· What types of stations have more CJ programming Network or Cable?

· What type of social research is this assignment?  Why?


Step 7-  Write a one page analysis paper based upon the following questions.

· How does TV programming represent society’s interest with crime and justice?

· Why do we have such an interest in these types of programming?
· Does the type and topic of CJ related programming give a false impression of crime in America?  Why or why not?
Due Date:  Wednesday, September 5, 2007 by 11:59 pm.  Please submit electronically.
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