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Class Participation Rubric 

for

Mr. Whittier’s Classes

2007-2008

Dear Student:  


Welcome to the beginning of the 2007-2008 school year.  I look forward to a productive and enjoyable school year for you.  The nature of my class requires that students participate.  As a social studies teacher I value discussion, discourse and debate and I enjoy student expressions of ideas, thoughts, and opinions.  Participation means lots of things not just answering questions or being the only one to raise their hand in class.  Instead it means be engaged in the class and the activities assigned. It means being part of the class and responsible for your own learning.  Therefore, I rate participation pretty heavily in my classes.  I also timely attendance to class as an integral part of the class participation grade, so be mindful of getting to class on-time. 

Here you will see what is expected of you with regard to class participation and your class participation grade.  You will be grade on class participation 8 times a year. (Each progress report and each report card)
Class Participation Rubric
	
	1

Not Meeting Participation Standards
	2

Approaching Participation Standards
	3

Meeting Participation Standards
	4

Exceeding Participation Standards

	
	Poor=50
	Need to Improve=75
	Acceptable=85
	Exemplary=100

	Attentiveness
	Student is easily distracted or distracts others from being attentive in class.  Student may be disruptive in class and rarely is aware of or attentive to class discussion. 
	Student generally pays attention in class, but can be distracted or distracting on occasion.  Student sometimes doesn’t know where we are at or asks questions not appropriate for current discussion. 
	Student demonstrates that he/she is paying attention in class.  They know where we are at and is able to respond to questions asked.
	Student is very attentive to class discussions, offers commentary, questions and provides examples that demonstrate clear understanding of topic under discussion. 

	Timeliness
	Student is often late to class or absent from class.  Student makes frequent and prolonged trips from class. (i.e. bathroom, nurse, guidance, locker) 
	Student is generally on time for class and attends classes regularly.  Student stays in class without needing frequent or daily trips out of the class.  Most assignments are in on time. 
	Student is on-time for class all the time. Student gets most assignments in on-time and makes up work in a timely fashion.
	Student is always in class on-time.  Assignments are always passed in on-time and are complete and demonstrate quality and thoughtful work.   Participates in on-line assignments.

	Engagement
	Student does not participate meaningfully to class discussion, doesn’t ask questions and usually defers to others to do work in small group assignments.
	Student is able to participate in class activities and reluctantly able to offer opinion, rarely asks questions or takes part in class discussion and in small group assignments.
	Student participates in class activities and is able to offer opinion, ask questions and take part in discussion either in class or in small group assignments.
	Student participates with enthusiasm and interest in class discussion, small group activities and usually inspires others to participate too.  

	Respectfulness
	Student demonstrates disrespectful comments or behavior to either teacher or other students.  He/she is opinionated and attacks personalities instead of issues.
	Student is generally respectful of teacher and fellow classmates, but sometime devolves into blaming behaviors, attacks on personality or not show respect for other points of view. 
	Student demonstrates respect for teacher and fellow classmates.  Argues and debates ideas not personalities. 
	Student demonstrates the ability to argue and debate issues while respecting others points of views.  Encourages other to express their own opinions and values those opinions even if he/she disagrees. 


Teacher reserves the right to add/deduct up to two tenths of point for discretionary behavior
